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The conn call Plislorfe of 

cannot impugne you as you doc proceed. 

You'dand within his danger, doc you not. 

*s4n. l,fo he (ayes. 

‘Tor. Doe you confefTe the bond ? , 
t^fn. Idoe. 

'Tor. Then mud the /e w be mercifull. 

Shy. On what compulfion mud I, tell tne that, 

Por. The quahtie ofmercic is not ftraind, 
it droppeth as the gentle raineffom heaUen 
vpon the place beneath : it is tvvife bled, 
it blelleth him that giues, and him that fakes, 
tis mightied in the mightied, it becomes 
the throned Monarch better then his crowne. 

His (cepterdiowes the force of temporal! power, 

the aitnbuf to awe and maieftic, 

wherein doth fit the dread and fcare of Kings r 

but mercie is aboue this (ceptred fway, 

it is enthroned in the harts oFKings, 

if is an attribut to God himfelfc; 

and earthly power doth then (bow liked gods 

when mercie feafons iulfice: therefore few, 

though iuflicc be thy plea, corifider this, 

that in the couife ofiudice, none of vs 

(hould fee faluation : vve doe pray for mercy, 

and that fame prayer, doth teach vs all to. render 

the deedes of mercie. I hauefpoke thus much 

to mittigatc the iudice of thy pica, 

vvhich if thou follow, thjs drift Court of Venice 

mufl needes giue fentence gaind the Merchant there. 

Shy. My deeds vpon my head, I craue the law, 
the penalty and forfaitc of my bond. 

For. Is he'notabletodifchargethemonev ? 

‘Baf. Y cs, heerc I tender it for him in the Court, 
yea, twife the fumme, if that will not (uffife, 

I will be bound to pay it ten times ore 
on forfait of my hands, my head, my hart, 

ifthis will not fuffife, it mud appeare 
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the Merchant of Venice. 
that malice bestres downe truth. And /bcfccch yoa 
' wrftt once the law fa your authoririe, 
to doe a great right, doe a little wrong, 
and curbe this cruell deuill of his will. 

Por. It mud not be, there is no power in Venice 
can altar a decree cdablilhed s 
twill be recorded for a precedent, 
and many an errour by the (a me example 
syill rudi into the date, it cannot be. • " 

* Shy, A Daniel! come to judgement? yea a DanicIL 
O wife young Iiidge how / doe honour thee, 
for, ipray you let me looke vpon the bond. 

Shy, Heerc fis mod reuerend doftor, here it is, 

Spar, Shy locks thcrei thrice thy money offred thee. 
Shy. An oath, an oath, J hauc an oath in hcauen, 
Svai! I lay periuric vpon my foule ? 

Hot not for Venice, 

P or, VV hy this bond is forfait, 
and lawfully by this the lew may claims 
a pound of fifth, to be by him cut off 
necred the Merchants hart s be merciful!, 
take thrice thy money, bid me tme the bond. 

s f*\ When it i* payd, according to the tenure. 

» » appears you are a worthy judge, 

pu know the law, your expofitton ^ 
hath bcene mod found t /charge you by the law, 
vtdwepf you arc a well deferring pilfer, 
jeroceedc to judgement i by my fouls I fweare, 

is tit* power in fh$ tongue of man 
m a» ter cm, ? day here on my Bond, 

*sft. Mod hartftie / doe bcfeech the Court 
to giue the judgement, 
for. Why than thus ft b, 

you mud prepare your bofome for his knife. - 

f*' 2 ^ble/iidge, 6 excellent young mac, 

lf F ° p thc «»««* and purpofeofthc law 
hath tall mama to thepenakie. 
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william Shakespeare Merchant of Venice (stc 22296) London, 1600 the bodleian library (Arch. G d.45[2]) Octavo 





